PER

ONE MAKER'’S

BENEFIT FROM ISLAND ISOLATION 4

No one—well, virtually no one—studies?‘ ]

watchmaking in the hopes of someday
making it to the Isle of Man. Switzerland
is both the epicenter and the Holy Grail
of modern fine watchmaking and the
primary goal of many an aspiring watch-
maker; Germany ranks a close second. _ /
If the isle in the Irish Sea is on the list at y J
all, it must be near the bottom. Never-
theless, Roger W. Smith, a thoroughly

ambitious and remarkably talented
independent watchmaker, has happily
lived and worked here for years.
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Series 2, No. 69, a unigue piece in platinum with
hand-engraved, floral-motif silver dial, white

gold hands and numerals, displaying hours,
minutes, small seconds and remaining

“I set up a workshop in my spare bedroom
and started to make the Series 1,” he says.
“Years earlier, as I was repairing modern
wristwatches of all different kinds, I began
to realize that none of these watches was
being made to the level of quality I was try-
ing to achieve. [ was doing restorations of
circa 1750-1850 pocket watches at the same
time. They seemed to have real life, spirit
and depth to them, but they were also very
simple and made for longevity. I didn't like
what was happening in mass production,
and I wanted to build a modern mechanical
watch to the exacting standards of the great
English work out there” Smith’s workshop
is still in his home, but it has outgrown his
spare bedroom and moved into a purpose-
built addition. Smith employs three watch-
makers, and, together, they fabricate and
hand-finish each and every watch.

THE WATCHES
Launched in 2004, the Series 2 is the pillar

pOwer reserve

Tourhillon Commision Na. 1, a unigue piece in
18-karat rose gold with one-minute flying tourbillon,
Danials Co-axial escapement, grand date, small

secands and engraved silver dial

of Smith’s production. With its frosted and
gilded plates, jewels set in gold chatons,
engine-turned, hand-engraved and frosted
dials, handmade gold hands, and screws
blued by hand in small batches, it embod-
ies all the characteristics that Smith views
as essential to English watchmaking.
Every part of every watch Smith makes is
manufactured on the Isle of Man. He has
now delivered 40 pieces.

Series 2 watches are offered in yellow,
rose and white gold. But, says Smith, “Most
clients want commissioned pieces. We
don’t change the design, but we can
change the materials. Clients can have a
different case, or a different dial, different
engraving, different hands, and more.
Ninety percent of the watches we make are
commissioned pieces.”

In addition, Smith offers completely be-
spoke watches, with unique movements and
cases. “The one we are finishing now is a

one-minute flying tourbillon with grand
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date, which took three years to complete.”
Prices range from £72,500 to £114,000, while
bespoke pieces can be £250,000 or more.

THE FUTURE

Smith has more than enough orders to
keep him busy in his island workshop for
the next three or four years. It’s a good po-
sition to be in, although he would like to
reduce that to two years. He has plans for
expanding his line, too. “I want to build
up a catalog of perhaps four types of
wristwatches, a clock and a pocketwatch,”
says Smith. “I want to produce these at
very high quality, and I see no way of in-
creasing volume [projected at about 35
pieces a year total] without compromis-
ing quality, which I am not prepared to
do. I think we are unique in the watch-
making world. We are keeping everything
in house, and we are making an incredi-
bly unique English wristwatch.”

rwsmithwatches.com




