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with what matters. Today’s products are

too often mass produced, standardized
and almost too perfect. Look at the iPhone, with
its sculpted sides and impossibly perfect form.
The iPhone is great to use, but if you are looking
for a product with a soul, you have to look
somewhere else.

Métier d’art is bringing us back in touch

For those in the know, hand fashioned products,
based on traditional methods and artisanal
processes, are helping us to stop and value what
is unique and special. Products that incorporate
métier d’art, traditional arts, often mixing
innovative technology with these artisanal ways,
have something special - we know that they have
been touched by human hands and are the better
for it.

Luckily, many luxury segments are rediscovering,
and in some cases reviving and preserving,
métier d’art. Watches, suitcases, pens and even
automobiles are using traditional techniques and
ages-old processes for production, even in the
most modern of products.
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V¥ The Aston Martin Q Series
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Aston Martin

Aston Martin automobiles, made in
Gaydon, England, have had hand-
craftsmanship as a key ingredient
since the company was founded in
1913. “We pride ourselves on the fact
that we are a contemporary company
with a design viewpoint that is very
modern, but part of what makes an
Aston Martin is the human hands,
creating products that have a soul,”
says Marek Reichman, Aston Martin’s
director of design. “There are about
200 man-hours on average in our
regular production cars, but this
can go to extremes of about 2,500
man-hours for our exclusive cars
(like the One-77). We are, in fact,
making automobiles by hand, creating
something that people will love.”

The interior is one place where hand
craftsmanship comes into play, as the
leathers are hand-sewn, the controls
and keys are hand polished and

finished, and all Aston Martin cars
are hand painted for the final coat, as
well as hand polished to achieve the
glass finish for which the company is
known.

All of the traditional crafts that Aston
Martin uses are done in-house, and
one key challenge is to keep this
know-how alive. “We have the Aston
Martin Academy where we do our
training and teaching,” Reichman
says. “We also have many long-
standing employees that pass on the
knowledge that they have developed.”
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A Globe-Trotter Propellor Navy Luggage Tag and Holdall

A Globe-Trotter Jet Overnight and Weekend Boston in Black

A Globe-Trotter Propellor Gladstone
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Globe-Trotter Suitcases

Suitcase makers to the Queen of England,
Globe-Trotter has been making suitcases
the same way since 1897. “The design and
production of our luggage remains true to
its roots,” says Katherine Green, Brand
Manager, Globe-Trotter. “Every suitcase
is hand crafted on original Victorian
machinery at our factory in Broxbourne,
Hertfordshire, in exactly the same way they
were being produced back when we started.
Our suitcases have always been made from
a material called Vulcanised Fibreboard,
which was invented in Britain in 1859, and
is formed from 14 layers of specially bonded
paper. However, we have also moved with the
times by introducing new sizes and styles,
and introducing new colors.

“Nothing is overlooked at Globe-Trotter,”
she continues. “Each and every suitcase is
made by hand, so precision and attention to
detail is key for our craftsmen and women.
We have many customers who come into
the store with suitcases which have been
handed down to them from their parents, or
grandparents, and they have become very
emotionally attached to their cases; it is their
long standing travelling companion. There is
an emotion connection between the owners
and their cases. Our luggage is luxury, and
luxury isn't about necessity, it is about the
feeling the product evokes.”
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Visconti Pens

Founded by Dante Delvecchio in
Florence, Italy in 1988, Visconti has
been focused on honoring the grand
Florentine pen making tradition, while
at the same time innovating with
new technology and new approaches.
“Most of the pens we produce are
limited editions with a story behind
them, therefore the decoration we are

V¥ Visconti pen manufacture requires personal attention

using has to be in harmony with the
pen story and design,” Delvecchio
explains. “So the most important thing
is to find the artistic techniques that
are able to tell the story, like a camera
for a director.

“For example, our Divina collection
has incredible silver spirals wrapping
the pen, with the silver trims
imbedded in the resin,” he continues.

L .
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A The Visconti Homo Sapiens in steel

“All of our scrimshaw pens, like the
Amerigo Vespucci, are extremely
detailed. The lacquering of our Dragon
is at the highest level.”

The methods of manufacturing that
Visconti employs are a mix of the
modern and the traditional, while
the decorative techniques are time-
honored and hand-done, making each
pen unique.
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<« Corum Tri-
Bridge Lady
in Red Gold

Métier D’Art in Watchmaking

One of the industries where artisanal crafts are alive and well
is watchmaking. Watchmakers like Jaeger-LeCoultre, Bovet,
Ulysse Nardin, Cartier, Hermeés and Vacheron Constantin are
committed to preserving these traditional decorative arts.

“The Métiers d’Art collections are at the center of Vacheron
Constantin’s core elements: the very first watch conceived and
manufactured by Jean-Marc Vacheron in 1755 was already
decorated with hand-engraved patterns,” says Christian
Selmoni, artistic director, Vacheron Constantin. “Since
the early years of our brand, we have been developing and
consolidating our expertise and craftsmanship in watchmaking
and in the decoration.

“Vacheron Constantin makes no compromises in the design
and the production of métiers d’art watches: we believe that
they all are examples of a living tradition, a heritage of more
than 250 years of the finest craftsmanship,” he adds. Though
production is severely limited, watches that incorporate
métiers d’art are being very well received and sell extremely
well. Combining métiers d’art with high watchmaking means
the best of both worlds.

Watchmaking is one of the leading industries when it comes to

mixing the traditional with the cutting edge. “Ulysse Nardin is
a great example on how an almost 170 year old company with
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A Girard—Perregaux
Le Corbusier
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< Hermes Arceau
Pocket Watch

a rich history can conserve traditional
watchmaking and yet integrate some
of the most advanced materials and

»

processes,” says Patrik Hoffman,
president, Ulysse Nardin. “For us,
metier d’art is an integral part of our
philosophy and culture. It reflects the
know-how and the art of watchmaking
skills at its best. At the same time
we were reintroducing enamel into
watchmaking, we were the first watch
company to use silicium in a watch
when we introduced the Freak in the
year 2000.”
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A Backes & Strauss Monarch Collection Regent
Monarch White Gold

A Chrisophe Claret Baccara
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A Parmigiani Fleurier Tonda Woodstock
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A Corum stone setting

Making Enough

Producing enough of these métier
d’art watches to satisfy demand is an
issue, as there is no school training
these artisans. Most watch brands
have responded by having their in-
house métier d’art workshops train
new people, so this traditional know-
how is never lost. At the same time,
some watch brands are working to
rediscover arts and techniques that
have been lost to the sands of time.

Jaeger-LeCoultre has worked long and
hard to bring the various métier d’art
workshops inside their manufacturing
facilities, rather than having to rely
on outside artisans. Today, Jaeger-
LeCoultre does all its enameling,
miniature painting, engraving,
guilloche, stone setting and more in-
house with its own team of designers,

Flag in the Parmigiani

artisans and craftsmen. In this way,
Jaeger-LeCoultre guarantees the
quality of its production and solidifies
the future of their métier d’art
timepieces.

Products that include artisanal
processes and incorporate a hand-
made element are like a breath of
fresh air in today’s mass produced
world, helping us reconnect with our
past and appreciate our future.

mhdiH, SEER

i “ZARRIN” B mEA, EH
THERE ARG RXEFTZ, H
Rregii 2 i 2Pk, L8 miaieEE
ZRIPHR T ZYREEE N, LU
ERF T ZABKMG; FEREREEET
TIPS T T 2

< The Tiny Stars of the US

Fleurier Tonda Woodstock
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Inside the Vacheron
Constantin Workshop

Next, the enamellist steps in and adds colored glass, in
powder form, filling the pattern, then fires this in a kiln,
e 2 watching the enamel melt and change into just the right
violet color. For the white doves, she uses opalescent
enamel, finishing with a clear coat (the Geneva technique)
to ensure the enamel never fades or changes color.

PEEHEIREIT L, Ham kbl , HEEEATEE,
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The engraver painstakingly carves into the metal bit by T
bit, carefully removing it to form an intricate pattern of |
doves inspired by artist M.C. Escher. :
FARHIBMC Escher R, MEZIITS e e a R L mERES IR 2. i
€ RO — :
! Finally, it’s the guillocheur’s turn, highlighting the doves
i and alternating between rough and smooth to play with
i the light. It’s very rare for the enameled and gemset
i dial to be guilloché worked as a final step, and requires
i intense attention to detail.
i Now, the dial of one of the three Métiers d’Art - Les
) ) i Univers Infinis timepieces from Geneva-based Vacheron
Next, the stone setter adds diamonds, forming the metal i Constantin is ready to be assembled onto the mechanical
so the stones are held securely and in just the right movement, then put into the case.
position to catch the light and enhance the jewel’s natural |
brilliance. i This 40 mm dial already represents hundreds of hours
" i of work, from design to execution to final assembly. A
el T2, EANERESST, RSB, [k i masterpiece of the watchmaking arts, this timepiece
REFSI I NFE A, IRBIREWEIER, i is an example of the unique watches inspired by art,
i architecture and new ideas becoming increasingly
___________________________________________________________________________ i popular today.

e ImIE G, M TDYERALIIE, WY HERZIIIERE S 28], W TR S ARG = A ik R, i L2
zEJr’\“J_FIfJ I IEIN R . XU RE SR E TV “TeiRSH”  (Les Univers Infinis ) 241, BEAR940 =2k, HEHL
IS N Es SA R =N O
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when I was very young. It never
worked but I thought it was very
cool!

Iremember having a toy watch

The fact that it's going to end one day
means life is completely governed by
time. My partnership with Jaeger-
LeCoultre works so well because
I'm a genuine fan of the brand. It
started with me actually buying their
watches. I think Jaeger is a very loyal
and classy company. The level of
craftsmanship and expertise is unique
and the watches look fantastic! It's a
perfect fit!

The choice of watch says a lot about
someone. When you're wearing a great
watch, it's like wearing a work of art
on your wrist.

When I'm working there is time for
nothing else, it's very consuming.
I enjoy nearly everything about my
job, other than getting up early in the
morning. Luck, hard work and breaks
at the right time are the secrets to my
success.

My perception of time very much
depends on what I'm doing and how
much time I have. If I had more time,
I would do more of the things I love
doing. When I am not working, I spend
this valuable time with my family.
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What Makes Them Tick

CLIVE OWEN, ACTOIR
B 5k BEIERREX - B

A Clive Owen with Jaeger-LeCoultre Duometre Chronographe
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Watch of the Month

BIREMONT CODEBREAKER

ANHIHESE Bremont “THiEE”

ecently, at an exciting,
RWorld War II-themed event

in London’s Bletchley Park,
the UK’s Bremont Watch Company
introduced a new limited edition
timepiece called the Codebreaker.
Bletchley Park was the headquarters
for the codebreaking efforts of the
Allies during World War II, and the
new timepiece honors the work of
these amazing people, and a portion
of the proceeds from the sale of the
Codebreaker will go to help preserve
Bletchley Park for future generations.

The codebreakers from Bletchley
Park are credited with shortening the
war by at least two years and saving
millions of lives.

The watch is a vintage-inspired
flyback chronograph and uses
actual historical material from the
codebreaking effort in the construction
of the watch.

Metal from an actual German Enigma
machine is integrated into the watch.
(The Enigma was the machine used
to encode German military messages.)
Wood from Hut 6, central to
codebreaking effort at Bletchley Park
-- the huts are being renovated, so
Bremont was able to use some of the
discarded wooden floorboards.

Actual punch cards from the
codebreaking “computer” were used
to make the limited edition number
placed under a sapphire crystal on
the side of the case. There are only a
handful of these punch cards left, and
Bremont was able to secure five for
their use.

“For me, it's been more emotional

being involved with Bletchley Park
than any other partnership because a
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A The Bremont Codebreaker

A The back of the Bremont Codebreaker



A The codebreakers at work in Hut 6 of Bletchley Park

lot of that history is still living,” says
Nick English, co-founder of Bremont.
“You come to Bletchley Park and it
hasn't been tarted with, it's a living bit
of history.”
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A Close up of the limited edition serial number of The Bremont Codebreaker made from the original punchcards

A The encryption rotors of a real German Enigma machine. Steel from these rotors has been incorporated into the
manufacture Bremont Codebreaker.
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