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hen you hear someone
say “complications,” it’s
rarelya good thing. But in

watch parlance, a complication isan
interesting aspect of a timepiece
that makes it more useful, cooler
and definitely more valuable.
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By definition,a complication is
anything more than the time
(hours, minutes and seconds), so,
for example, at its simplest, a date
display or a small second subdial
is considered a complication. Any
complication makes a watch more

difficult to manufacture, because
they all have to draw stored
power from the movement and
work flawlessly while the watch
continues to do its main job, tell
the time precisely.




A Blancpain Le Brassus Carrousel Repitition Minutes Chronographe Flyback

A Breguet Classique Minute Repeater

<« Breitling Transocean
Chronograph
Unitime

What are the top complications
out there today?

Chronograph

This is a watch that allows for
the independent timing of an
event. Usually, a chronograph has
two pushers on the side of the
case to activate, stop and return
the chronograph hands. Most
chronographs have subdials that
measure the minutes and hours.

Perpetual Calendar

The ultimate calendar because it
knows how long each year is, no
matter if it is a leap year. Keep a
perpetual calendar running and you
won’t have to reset it until the year
2100 or later.

Jumping Hour

Instead of regular hands, a single digit
shows the hour and it jumps directly
to the next hour, from three to four,
for example.

Moon Phase

These watches have a rotating disk
that shows the phase of the moon (full,
half, crescent, etc.).
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Dual Time/GMT

This timepiece displays
two times simultaneously,
either through a GMT
hand that points to the
second time zone or a
separate subdial for the
second time zone.

Tourbillon

The tourbillon is a
device that is designed
to counteract the A Rotonde de Cartier Perpetual Calendar Chronograph
effect of gravity on the

movement’s balance,

thereby increasing the

movement’s accuracy. A tourbillon features a small cage that holds
the balance and the escapement, and the cage turns independently
of the watch, usually at a constant rate of once per minute. The
tourbillon, which means “whirlwind” in French, is one of the
watchmaking art’s most involved and elegant complications.

Minute Repeater

SR L A Sgﬁ,g;ux This is a watch that chimes out the time (hours and minutes) when a
Tourbillon with lever is activated. The Minute Repeater is considered one of the most
Three Gold :
Bridges complicated watches to manufacture.

A The Christophe Claret Kantharos is a monopusher chronograph striking on a A The Corum Ti-Bridge Automatic Dual Winder is the first automatic watch in the Ti—-Bridge line,
cathedral gong, with a constant force mechanism in a fully integrated automatic using a system of two interconnected inline oscillating weights.
movement.



A Maurice Lacroix Masterpiece Seconde Mystieuse

Complications make watches more
interesting. Sure, we all love the
elegant simplicity of a three hand
watch, but there’s nothing like the
melodious chime of a Minute Repeater,
the spinning magic of the tourbillon or
the truly useful display of a GMT. So,
next time you are in the watch store,
don’t shy away from the timepieces
that seem “complicated.”
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A H. Mosaer Perpetual 1 Golden Edition
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A H. Moser Monard in Rose Gold with a Fume Dial
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Saving H. Moser & Cie
H. Moser has a long history of making fine, high-end timepieces with
classic styling. Recently, the company fell on hard times and was in
danger of closing its doors.

Then, in stepped the MELB Group, run by watch industry veteran
Georges-Henri Meylan, to purchase a majority of the shares of H.
Moser. The team from MELB came in and examined everything, from
purchasing to production and shipping, and began to overhaul the
operations, working to make the brand profitable.

One big advantage for H. Moser is its ability to make springs and
complete escapements, something that only a handful of companies
have. MELB's plan is to maximize this, supplying companies
throughout the watch industry, including making special hairsprings
to the demands of customers.

The biggest change that has to be made is in perception, according
to new H. Moser CEO Eduoard Meylan. For the last few years, no
one ever questioned the quality of H. Moser timepieces, but they
were seen as overly traditional and classical watches. Meylan is out
to change this perception with tweaks to the existing collections;
the Mayu, Monard and Perpetual 1, and an overhaul of the
communication with the industry and end consumers.

The future of H. Moser, with MELB involved as financial, operational
and market support, is very bright, indeed.
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A Chrristophe Claret

Five Minutes with Christophe
Claret

The hills surrounding Le Locle,
Switzerland, in the heart of the Jura
Mountains, have been home to some
of the most famous watchmakers the
world has ever seen. One of the most
prolific and successful has to be the
Christophe Claret workshops. It is
here, in this state of the art facility,
that some of watchmaking’s most
beautiful and complicated movements
have been created — all from the mind
of Christophe Claret.

I caught up with Mr. Claret in
his office, which is in a beautiful,
centuries-old villa overlooking Le
Locle. The house is connected to the
state-of-the-art manufacture, where
the magic happens.

Are you impressed by Chinese
customers?

The Chinese clientele is often younger
than clients from other countries,
and they are really interested in every
novel aspect in timepieces. In a very
short amount of time, they have
learned and understand the value of a
highly complicated watch.

Why is expanding your facility and
making sure it is as advanced as
possible important to you?

For 25 years, I have realized, designed
and made highly-complicated
movements for approximately
20 famous Swiss watch brands.

A Christophe Claret Soprano in Rose Gold

I promised myself that the day I
launched my own brand, I would make
sure that I have complete control over
the whole production process.

What do you like about watches?
For me, a watch should not only give
time, it has to be playful, interactive,
innovative and have a real use
other than indicating time. It must
always have a technical and esthetic
consistency.

Where do your ideas come from?
My ideas stem from everything
except from watchmaking. When I
say everything, I mean the universe,
aerospace engineering, all kinds of
machines, unusual objects found in
flea markets, nature and more.

What is your favorite city in China
and why?

Macau, because I really like the
contrast between the old Portuguese
part, with the extremely modern part
of the city that has been built and is
still being developed.
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www.christopheclaret.com
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A Corum Golden Bridge Automatic Movement

A Bridge Between Tradition and
Modernity - Corum Has the Key
Founded in 1955 in La Chaux-
de-Fonds, where the brand still
has its headquarters, Corum has
established itself as a brand that
bridges the gap between traditional
Swiss watchmaking and the modern
watch world. Known for its innovative
spirit since its founding, Corum has
introduced some incredible watches
over its history, including the Coin
watch, the Admiral’s Cup, the Golden
Tube (which is the inspiration for the
modern Golden Bridge), the Bubble
and much more.

Today, Corum continues that
innovative spirit with new versions of
the Admiral’s Cup, the aforementioned
Golden Bridge, the Ti Bridge and
many high watchmaking timepieces,
including tourbillons, GMTs, minute
repeaters and much more.

Just before BaselWorld this year,
Corum was acquired by China
Haidan, a Chinese company run by
Hon Kwok Lung. “I am very pleased
with this acquisition and I firmly
believe in the potential development of
Corum,” he said. “The brand has done
a remarkable job under the leadership
of Antonio Calce and was able to
reposition itself as one of the major
players in Haute Horologerie. I will
enjoy working with Mr. Calce, whom I
trust to ensure effective management
of the company.”

Indeed, Corum has retaken its
rightful place in the upper echelon of
watch companies, capable of making
the most complicated watches with
stunning designs.

One example of this is the Golden
Bridge, a combination of high
watchmaking and mystery, as the
intricate movement is on complete
display through the sapphire crystal.
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A The Only Watch Group

Only Watch Auction Raises
Record Amount

Today, it’s rare when any company
does something selfless and only for
the benefit of someone else. It’s even
rarer when a group of 30+ companies
do it at the same time.

Well, the Only Watch Auction held in
Monaco in September is the rarest
of the rare — 2013 marks the fifth
incarnation of this spectacular charity
event, where watch companies make
unique pieces specifically for Only
Watch and ALL the proceeds go to
the Monegasque Association against
Muscular Dystrophy, specifically for
research.

Only Watch raised more than $6.8
million this year.The watch that
fetched the highest price was a one-of-
a-kind titanium Patek Philippe, which
sold for $3,985,067!

“Only Watch started in 2005 with the
idea I had of creating a project that
would enable the Monaco Association
against Muscular Dystrophies (AMM)
to raise money to continue stimulating
research on Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy like we had already started
doing with other charity auctions
through a meaningful project of
creativity that would truly interest
a certain category of collectors and
admirers of beautiful objects,” says
Luc Pettavino, president, AMM.
“l approached the finest Swiss
watchmakers to have them join the
project and they recognized the high
profile of the event and its honest
charitable aim and spirit.”The next
Only Watch will be held in 2016.
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A Patek Philippe one-of-a-kind Only Watch offering, which sold for almost $4,000,000
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There was a time when America
was the world leader in
watches. In the late 1800s and
the first half of the 20th century,
American companies like Hamilton,
Ball, Elgin and others revolutionized
watch production. Until the Americans
came on the scene, watches were too
expensive for the ordinary person.
Americans industrialized watch
production and pioneered the entry-
level watch. Hamilton and other
companies famously had watches that
sold for one dollar, making timepiece
ownership possible for everyone.

As the watch industry globalized and
the Swiss reasserted their dominance,
watch production in America largely
moved off-shore.

Today, Shinola, a brand new company
based in Detroit, MI, aims to bring
industrialized watch production back
to the US. Formed with Tom Kartsosis,
formerly of Fossil fame, Shinola is a
partnership with Swiss movement
manufacture Ronda — Ronda supplies
the movementsparts and Shinola does
the complete assembly in the Motor
City. Great looking and well-priced,
Shinola watches are really catching
on. The company also makes bicycles
and leather goods.
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WHAT MAKES
THEM TICK
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ctress Gong Li is a legend,
Ahaving made her mark at the

Cannes Film Festival with “Ju
Dou” in 1990 and today being one of
the most esteemed actresses of her
generation. With her ethereal beauty
and superb talent, Gong Li is an icon
for Chinese and world cinema.

I caught up with her to talk about
watches, time and Piaget, the company
with whom she is now working.

“Time leaves its mark on everybody,
and changes us in subtle ways,” she
says philosophically, when asked
how she is different from the actress
who went to France for the first time
more than 30 years ago. “Even after
all these years, one part of me has
remained the same: my persistence
and my belief in embracing challenges
and achieving breakthroughs. Only
through the continued pursuit of
progress and perfection we can renew
ourselves and achieve better results.
As Piaget’s motto — ‘Always do better

than necessary’ - says, you need
persistence and courage to make
breakthroughs in both acting and
everyday life.”

It was in Cannes that Gong Li first
encountered Piaget and it was love
at first sight. “I saw an exquisite and
beautiful jewelry watch by Piaget,”
she remembers. “At first, I thought it
was just another full paved diamond
bracelet, but then I found a mysterious
button on it. To my happy surprise,
the ‘bracelet’ turned out to be a watch!
That jewellery watch was so elegant
and easy to wear, and its design was
so unique that I fell instantly in love
with jewellery watches.”

As for her success, Gong Li credits her
dedication. “This is the most essential
factor to my success,” she says. “Every
time I take on a role, I pour so much
of myself into the character that I
even forget the time. Before shooting,
I always visit locations related to
the film to experience the real life of
my character, in order to accurately



interpret her, and literally become
her. I always aim to do my best and
achieve the best results no matter
what I do.”

Gong Li wears different watches for
the characters in her movies. “A watch
reflects the personality of its wearer,”
she explains. “For instance, in ‘Miami
Vice’ I played a villain - girlfriend
of a drug dealer. My character was
intelligent and daring, charming and
beautiful. Piaget’s stunning diamond
pavé Magic Hour watch perfectly
illustrated these characteristics.
Additionally, in ‘What Women Want,’
I played a ‘workplace goddess.’
Piaget’s Twice watch highlighted this
character’s confident personality and
ever-changing sense of style.”

Gong Li is a very busy woman, and
wearing a great watch helps her to
value the time she has. “I cherish the
time, especially the ‘quality’ of my
time,” she says. “Instead of thinking
about what I can do within a certain
period of time, I focus more on the
quality of my activities -- reading a
good book, enjoying a good movie,
making my time meaningful.”
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A Gong Liin Piaget Limelight
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