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WHAL TIME IS TT7

MAKING SENSE OF TIME ZONES
WITH FANTASTIC WATCHES
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understand that figuring out

what time it is where you
are, where you are going and
where you started can be a real
challenge.

If you travel regularly, you

Yet, time is essential to travel
- planes are scheduled to the
minute, and on the traveler's
side, it's important to know
what time it is no matter what
part of the world you are in, so
you don't miss your flight or
you make sure you are on time
for that important meeting.
Also, you need to know what
time it is back home so you
don't call and wake people up in
the middle of the night.

Trying to do all that with an
ordinary, single time zone
watch is challenging, involving
mathematics and mental
gymnastics not so easily
accomplished when jet lagged.

That's where time zone watches,
also known as dual time, world
time or GMT/UTC watches,
come in. These watches have a
way to display at least two time

zones to make things easier on
travelers, doing the calculations
required to figure out time
zones for you, so the hardest
decision you have to make is
which watch to buy.
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A Short History of (World) Time
Before the advent of standard time
in 1918, every city and region in the
world operated on "local solar time" or
"apparent solar time" (also known as
"sun time"), which was its own system
of time — independent of any other
city. Most cities around the world
had some sort of timekeeper, a clock
chime, a whistle or a bell, to which
people could synchronize their clocks
and pocket watches. Back then, in a
city like Los Angeles, local time could
vary as much as a minute or more
from one side of the city to the other
due to the sun’s relative position
in the sky. For example, sun time
differed by about 30 seconds between
the two ends of the San Francisco-
Oakland Bridge. When it was 12 noon
in New York City, it was 12:12 pm
in Boston, Massachusetts; 11:56 am
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 11:30
am in Cleveland, Ohio; 11:14 am in
Indianapolis, Indiana; 11:46 am in
Richmond, Virginia; and 11:36 am in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

P Bovet Virtuoso
Tourbillon

» Baume et
Mercier Clifton

» Blancpain Villeret
with Traditional
Chinese
Calendar

The United States federal government
officially adopted Standard Time
on March 19, 1918. By 1929, most
countries around the world started
keeping time by this system. In 1972,
the majority of the world adopted
Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) and
now official time zones are indicated
by +/- UTC, rather than GMT. There
are, however, some parts of the world
that divide time up differently than
originally conceived. Newfoundland,
India, Iran, Afghanistan, Venezuela,
Burma, the Marquesas, as well as
parts of Australia use half-hour
deviations from standard time, and
some nations, such as Nepal, and
some provinces, like the Chatham
Islands, use quarter-hour deviations.

The country with the most time zones
is Russia, with 11 (due to its size),
while the United States uses nine
standard time zones. China and India
don’t use Coordinated Universal Time
and only have one time zone.
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A Breitling Transocean Chronograph Unitime
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A Corum Admirals
Cup Legend 42
Meteorite Dual Time
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What to Look for in a Time Zone
Watch?

There are a number of ways that
timepieces accomplish displaying
more than one time zone, and the one
that suits you best depends on how
many time zones you traverse. Some
dual time watches use two dials, one
above the other, while others use a
small subdial on the main dial, which
indicates home time, allowing you
to set the bigger display to the time
where you are staying. GMT watches
use a separate pointer hand to point to
the second time zone or to GMT/UTC.
(Which you can then use to calculate
any time zone in the world if you know
the UTC offset, e.g. Beijing is UTC + 8,
standard time, while Geneva is UTC +
1, standard time.)

If you only need to know two time
zones at a glance, then a dual time or
GMT watch is for you. These watches
are simple, easy to use and easy to
read.

V¥ Hamilton Jazzmaster Face2face
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Worldtimer

If you are a serious world traveler,
consider a world time watch, one that
displays the standard 24 hour time
zones. There are a few that display
the additional half hour time zones
as well, which is a very complicated
feat. Make sure the watch you choose
is readable — with some world time
watches, you need a magnifying glass
to see the different time zones — you
don’t need that when you’re jet lagged.

Sometimes the different time zones
are displayed on the dial of the watch,
on a ring around the dial or on the
bezel, or there might be an electronic
display that will show the world time
zones. In addition, there are watches
which have a day/night indicator for
the home time — very helpful so you
don’t call someone in the middle of the
night.

With a world time/dual time/GMT
watch, you have a much better chance
of mastering the time zones, no matter
how many you cross. Unfortunately,
your watch can’t help you with jet lag.
For that, you are on your own.

A Patek Phlippe Ref
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¥ Victorinox Maverick
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A Rolex GMT Master |l
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A Captain Chesley Sullenberger

CAPTAIN CHESLEY SULLYY
SULLENBERCER

WEFTU LR “FEZE”

o you remember when a plane
Din distress after taking off from

an airport in New York City
landed safely in the Hudson River?
Well, the captain who accomplished
this amazing feat is Captain Chesley
“Sully” Sullenberger, and on behalf
of Fortune Character, I caught
up with him to talk about how he
accomplished this, and why he is
working with the JeanRichard watch
company.

“It’s the way I have lived my life for
the 57 years before that incident that
made the difference in the aggregate,"
he says, when I ask him how he was
able to stay cool under pressure and
bring the plane down safely in the
waters of the Hudson. “My entire
life was preparation for the ultimate
challenge of that day. There wasn’t
time to learn what I needed to know
in those 200 seconds of flight. All my
years went into those split seconds
which we never trained for.

"I have been fortunate to achieve
two pinnacles in aviation — first as a
fighter pilot and then as an airline
captain for 30 years," he continued. "I
lived my life’s dream. It was important
to me to be the most complete, skillful,
knowledgeable pilot I could be. The
success, if you can call it that, was
a product of constant learning and
constant striving for excellence."

Sullenberger has been a “watch guy”
since he began flying, and has always



worn a watch as a pilot. “I use my
watch as a backup for the instruments
in the cockpit,” he explains. “I flew as
a fighter pilot at the end of the Cold
War, I flew the F4 Phantom 2 fighter,
and it had a mechanical winding
clock in the instrument panel. Under
the G forces, the second hand on the
mechanical clock would sometimes
lose time. Much of what we were
doing was navigation based on timing,
and we were flying in formation at
very low levels, as low as 100 feet, at
speeds of 600 knots, so timing was
very important, to be at a particular
place at a particular time, so we had
to ‘deconflict’ our flight paths. I would
sometimes use my watch as a backup
to the aircraft clock to make sure we
stayed on our timeline.

“In any airplane, unless you are in a
military airplane capable of in-flight
refueling, you have a finite amount of
time and fuel before you have to return
to earth, so the whole concept of time
is vitally important,” he continues.
“I have always liked the beauty of
mechanical instruments. There is
something about having a well-
designed and finely-crafted timepiece.
There is also a lot of elegance to the
mechanical solutions to the problem
of accuracy. I love craftsmanship in
many things, including airplanes and
watches. We only have so much time,
so I am fascinated by watches and
watchmaking.”

Since he was contacted by
JeanRichard, Sullenberger has
become even more enamored of
mechanical timepieces. "Next month, I
will have a chance to learn more when
I visit the manufacture,” he says. “At
some point, we will talk about doing a
watch together. For the time being, I
am wearing a JeanRichard Terrascope
with a black dial.”

Even though Sullenberger has since
retired from being an active captain,
he stays busy with public speaking,
consulting to business on safety, being
an aviation safety expert on American
TV News and writing — he is working
on book three right now.

“There’s never enough time in the
day,” Sullenberger says. “I really feel
an obligation to continue to be a good
public face of these issues and to
treat this story with respect. I'm really
trying to continue to use this so it

leaves everything I care about better
than when I started.”

As a result of his extraordinary
experience, and his subsequent fame,
Sullenberger has been determined
to do something positive for his
beloved aviation industry, and safety
in general. “I feel an obligation to do
something meaningful,” he admitted.
“One of the biggest surprises is that
unlike other news stories, this story
did not fade away. Because of where
and when it happened, people were
looking for good news and they
were touched and inspired by this
event. Once I figured that out, I felt
an obligation to do good, not to do
so which would have been a missed
opportunity. I have to do what I can
to improve aviation safety, the status
of the airline piloting profession and
I also have branched out and begun
to apply all the things I've learned in
other domains — like medicine. I want
to have more long term good come of
this.”
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‘ I became interested in watches
when I started my studies in
1972 in Basel,” Ludwig Oechslin,

the curator of the International

Watchmaking Museum, the MIH,

the world’s premier watchmaking

museum in La Chaux-de-Fonds, as
well as the head of his own brand,

ochs and junior, recalls. “Before, I

was in a house that had a big chiming

clock, so when it rang, I knew what
time it was. So, when I went to live
in an apartment at University, [
needed a watch. The first watch I was
interested in was a minute repeater,
but I didn't have enough money. I was

never really happy with the watch I

bought, because it wasn't a repeater,

and it was cheap. From there, my
interest grew,” he continues. “When

I was in the middle of my studies of

archeology, I decided to concentrate

on watchmaking. I had to find a

profession where I could earn money,

and I liked to work with my hands.”

Oechslin is not the head of a big
brand, but the work he did with
Ulysse Nardin, bringing the company
back with unique and cutting edge
designs and ideas never seen before,
like the Moonstruck and the Freak,
was truly groundbreaking.

In 1983, Oechslin started to work
with Rolf Schnyder at Ulysse Nardin,
and in 2001, he began to work at the
museum.

As a designer and watchmaker,
Oechslin has respect for every watch
brand, no matter what level. “All of the
brands work in their own area really
well. Behind all the watches today is
big work and it requires a lot of time
and investment and thinking, and this
I have respect for.”

Oechslin

Oechslin does, however, bemoan
the emphasis on design instead of
concentrating on precision and the
display of time. “Swiss watchmaking,
especially at the high end, is more
mechanical jewelry than watches,” he
says. “The indication of time is not a
priority anymore. The beauty or the
mechanical aesthetic has become
more important than the indication of
time.”

For Oechslin, the beauty of a watch
lies in its utility. “Watches are an
instrument to indicate time, they are
useful things,” he explains. “The more
accurate they are, the more efficient
they are, the better they are to me.
I love calendar watches — perpetual,
annual, and the movements behind.
The simpler the movement, the more
accurate it is and the easier it will be
to produce, and the more I love it. I
am simple and I like simple.”
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V¥ Ludwig Oechslin
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RALPH LAUREN RL 67 COLLECTION

Ralph Lauren RL67
Safari 55iER5

‘ The romance of safari is a dream
that I have returned to many
times,” says Ralph Lauren. “It is

an adventure, a world of refinement

set against a rugged and powerful
landscape.”

Last year, Lauren expanded Safari
into his watch collection, and this
year, he takes it a step forward with
several very interesting timepieces.

The key piece for the 2013 watch
season is the RL67 Safari Tourbillon,
an impressive watch on an alligator
strap. On first blush, a tourbillon
doesn’t really make sense for the
Ralph Lauren watch brand. But
if you consider Ralph Lauren’s
penchant for mixing elements of
luxury and the rough and rugged
world of the ranch, the safari, horse-
riding and more, a tourbillon in
the gunmetal case of the Safari is
the perfect choice. Ralph Lauren’s
vision of a safari is roughing it in the
most luxurious way possible. It’s the
perfect contrast — one of the most
challenging high complications to
master in a rough and ready sports
watch.

“This year, I returned to the themes
of some of my favorite inspirations

V¥ Ralph Lauren
RL67 Tourbillon

— the rugged romance of a safari,
the refined sports of sailing and
horseback riding, the glamour
of art deco,” Lauren says. “And
each timepiece is the result of the
world’s best craftspeople using
rare complications and the finest
materials.”

The tourbillon is one of
watchmaking’s highest
accomplishments and the audacity
of putting such a complication in
a rugged chemical- and thermal-
treated Safari case is pure Ralph
Lauren.

Another of the pieces in the Safari
collection is the RL67 Safari
Chronometer, a vintage-look watch
that plays with the sizes of the
Arabic numerals, with the 12 and 6
outsized. The orange second hand
sets off the aged 45mm steel case,
which undergoes a special treatment
to patina the blackened steel.

Rounding out the Safari collection
this year is the RL67 Automotive
Chronograph. You might recall the
Sporting Chronograph that features
a dial inlayed with elm burlwood
inspired by Lauren’s classic car
collection? Well, this year, the Safari

collection gets a chronograph with
the same dial treatment, in a high-
tech titanium resin, in a 45mm case.
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» Ulysse Nardin Jade
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» Ulysse Nardin
Jade

personally requested the movement (UN-310)

in the latest ladies collection from her late
husband Rolf Schnyder 11 years ago. Now, it is ready
and is powering a beautiful new timepiece adorned
with lustrous green jade. This special mechanical
movement uses a pusher at the four o’clock position
to control the functions of the crown, eliminating
the need for ladies to pull the crown out and risk
damaging their manicured fingernails.

Chai Schnyder, Chairwoman of Ulysse Nardin,

This new timepiece features four green jade horns, a
mother of pearl dial wet with diamond hour markers,
and a case snow-set with diamonds and emeralds.
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